Spanish IV 2019-2020
Instructor:

Mrs. Katie Pohl, NBCT
E-Mail Address:
klumley-pohl@eriesd.org

Text:


Avancemos 3 as well as many supplemental authentic sources.

Course Description:   Spanish IV is an intense course designed to reinforce and build upon the previous skills learned, especially those involving speaking, writing, listening, and reading as well as a synthesis of these areas.  The Spanish IV texts use grammar, vocabulary and culture learned in previous years, situating them in authentic literary and cultural settings.  Students will read and discuss complex authentic fiction and non-fiction texts such as articles, maps, graphs, charts, songs, poems and stories about the culture, peoples and places of the Hispanic world.  Students will experience a variety of authentic literature, films, and music to which they will be expected to produce both oral and written responses. Emphasis is put on oral proficiency in groups, in pairs or individually.  Students will be expected to respond to class activities in Spanish, and much of the class will be conducted in the target language.  Several activities will increase the students’ awareness of the Hispanic world and will prepare them for their futures in the language.
We will cover material found in Unidad 5- Unidad 8 in Avancemos 3.  I do not believe in busywork. I will assign some sort of meaningful practice every night and it is my absolute expectation that you complete homework on your own with your best effort.  That is all I ask. Sometimes this will be to study and master a vocabulary list or it may be a more time consuming assignment or project. We will have quizzes and assessments weekly and comprehension checks daily. Students will write bi-weekly two-page journals and will do many written and oral activities, so you must have a Spanish- English dictionary or download the app called Word Reference.
Assessment:  

Grades are broken down into categories- tests, quizzes, writing assignments, projects, class work and homework. You will write a journal every two weeks and these are worth 25 points each.  Also we will do many cultural exploration assessments throughout the year to expand your linguistic and cultural knowledge.

Quizzes and tests can be retaken for up to two weeks after the day they are returned.  Students must have completed all homework and classwork leading up to the retake and must attend special help to identify areas of weakness before they are eligible to retake a test.  All compositions are rewriteable as well as journal entries. 

Materials Needed-  three ring binder with dividers, a Spanish-English dictionary or Word Reference App, and Internet access. You can sign out a textbook or use the online book.

Classroom Expectations: Mi casa es tu casa.  I want you to be comfortable to learn and express yourselves here.  To make this an environment of learning, hard work and mutual respect, I ask a few things of you.  I expect you to try your hardest and to not give.  Have a “not yet” mentality meaning “I don’t get it…yet.” I welcome the use of technology for educational purposes. Please use technology to look up words on an app called Word Reference (don’t ask me how to say something!) or use Google to learn culture.  I do not allow headphones to be worn in class since you will have very little down-time and no phones during class unless using them for class. 

I do not mind food and drinks. Be discreet and quiet and clean up after yourselves.  You may leave to use the bathroom as needed- but be reasonable with the time gone and do not abuse this privilege. I want to spend my time teaching and encouraging you not correcting and policing.  

I will push you and challenge you.  Meet me at the challenge and don’t back down.  You are all starting with a 100%.  Will you keep it?  It is up to you….

